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Thanksgiving and Prayer - Philippians 1:1-11 
 
Topics:   
Believers, Blessing, Glory, God, Gospel, Grace, Jesus Christ, 
Partnerships, Peace, Praise, Prayer, Righteousness, Serving 
 
Open It Questions 
1. What is your usual way of saying hello to your friends? 
             
             
              
 
2. In your family, how important are greetings in affirming 
 each other?  
             
             
              
 
 
Explore It Questions 
 
3. Who was the author of the letter to the Philippians? (1:1) 
             
             
              
 
4. How did Paul identify himself and his coworker? (1:1)  
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5. To whom did Paul address this letter? (1:1) 
             
             
              
 
6. How did Paul greet the Philippians? (1:2) 
             
             
              
 
7. When Paul thought about the Philippians, what did he do? 
 (1:3)  
             
             
              
 
8. How were the Philippians in partnership with Paul? (1:4-5)  
             
             
              
 
9. What was Paul confident about? (1:6)  
             
             
              
 
10. How did Paul feel about the Philippian church? (1:7-8) 
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11. What did Paul report that he prayed for? (1:9) 
             
             
              
 
12. What two results did Paul seek? (1:10-11)  
             
             
              
 
Get It Questions 
 
13. How does your pastor greet church members?  
             
             
              
 
14. Why is it a good practice to begin a letter with a Christian 
 blessing?  
             
             
              
 
15. What godly encouragement can you offer other Christians? 
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16. Paul complimented the church at Philippi; what positive 
 things can you say about your congregation?  
             
             
              
 
17. How is Paul’s prayer for the Philippians a good prayer for 
 you to copy?  
             
             
              
 
 
Apply It Questions 
 
18. What prayer of thanksgiving can you offer for your church 
 today?  
             
             
              
 
19. How can you encourage someone in his or her Christian 
 journey this week?  
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20. Which Christian brother or sister would be heartened to 
 receive a letter from you this week?  
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friends?
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Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1-11

Introduction

As Paul wrote this letter, he was under house 
arrest in Rome. When the Philippian church 
had heard about Paul’s imprisonment, they 
had sent Epaphroditus (who may have been 
one their elders) to Rome to visit and 
encourage him. Epaphroditus had arrived 
with words of affection from the church, as 
well as a financial contribution that would 
help make Paul’s confinement more 
comfortable. 



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1-11

Introduction

Paul wanted to thank the believers for 
helping him during his time of need. He also 
wanted to tell them why he could be full of 
joy despite his imprisonment and upcoming 
trial. He wanted them to remain strong in the 
faith, realizing that although he was in 
chains for the gospel, God was still in 
control and the truth of the gospel remained 
unchanged. 
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“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1-11

Introduction

In this uplifting letter, Paul 
counseled the Philippians about 
humility and unity and warned 
them about potential problems 
they would face.
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Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1-11

Scripture

1This letter is from Paul and Timothy, slaves 
of Christ Jesus. I am writing to all of God’s 
holy people in Philippi who belong to Christ 
Jesus, including the church leaders and 
deacons.
2 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ give you grace and peace.
3 Every time I think of you, I give thanks to 
my God.



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1-11

Scripture

4 Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all 
of you with joy,
5 for you have been my partners in spreading 
the Good News about Christ from the time 
you first heard it until now.
6 And I am certain that God, who began the 
good work within you, will continue his work 
until it is finally finished on the day when 
Christ Jesus returns.



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1-11

Scripture

7 So it is right that I should feel as I do 
about all of you, for you have a special 
place in my heart. You share with me the 
special favor of God, both in my 
imprisonment and in defending and 
confirming the truth of the Good News.
8 God knows how much I love you and 
long for you with the tender compassion 
of Christ Jesus.



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1-11

Scripture

9 I pray that your love will overflow more 
and more, and that you will keep on growing 
in knowledge and understanding.
10 For I want you to understand what really 
matters, so that you may live pure and 
blameless lives until the day of Christ’s 
return.
11 May you always be filled with the fruit of 
your salvation—the righteous character 
produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for 
this will bring much glory and praise to God.
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Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1

Explore It 
Questions

3. Who was the author of the 
letter to the Philippians? 
(1:1)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+1%3A1


Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1

Explore It 
Questions

“This letter is from Paul and Timothy, 
slaves of Christ Jesus. I am writing to 
all of God’s holy people in Philippi 
who belong to Christ Jesus, including 
the church leaders and deacons” (1:1 
NLT).
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Philippians 1:1

Explore It 
Questions

4. How did Paul identify himself 
and his coworker? (1:1) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+1%3A1


Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1

Explore It 
Questions

“This letter is from Paul and Timothy, 
slaves of Christ Jesus. I am writing to 
all of God’s holy people in Philippi 
who belong to Christ Jesus, including 
the church leaders and deacons” (1:1 
NLT).
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Explore It 
Questions

5. To whom did Paul address 
this letter? (1:1)
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Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1

Explore It 
Questions

“This letter is from Paul and Timothy, 
slaves of Christ Jesus. I am writing to 
all of God’s holy people in Philippi 
who belong to Christ Jesus, including 
the church leaders and deacons” (1:1 
NLT).



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:2

Explore It 
Questions

6. How did Paul greet the 
Philippians? (1:2)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+1%3A2


Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:2

Explore It 
Questions

“May God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ give you 
grace and peace” (1:2 NLT).



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:3

Explore It 
Questions

7. When Paul thought about 
the Philippians, what did 
he do? (1:3) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+1%3A3


Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:3

Explore It 
Questions

“Every time I think of you, I 
give thanks to my God” (1:3 
NLT).



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:4-5

Explore It 
Questions

8. How were the Philippians in 
partnership with Paul? 
(1:4-5) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+1%3A4-5


Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:4-5

Explore It 
Questions

4 Whenever I pray, I make my requests for 
all of you with joy,
5 for you have been my partners in 
spreading the Good News about Christ 
from the time you first heard it until now.



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:6

Explore It 
Questions

9. What was Paul confident 
about? (1:6) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+1%3A6


Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:6

Explore It 
Questions

“And I am certain that God, who 
began the good work within you, will 
continue his work until it is finally 
finished on the day when Christ Jesus 
returns” (1:6 NLT).



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:7-8

Explore It 
Questions

10. How did Paul feel about 
the Philippian church? 
(1:7-8)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+1%3A7-8


Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:7-8

Explore It 
Questions

7 So it is right that I should feel as I do 
about all of you, for you have a special 
place in my heart. You share with me the 
special favor of God, both in my 
imprisonment and in defending and 
confirming the truth of the Good News.
8 God knows how much I love you and 
long for you with the tender compassion 
of Christ Jesus. (1:7-8 NLT)



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:7-8

Explore It 
Questions

7 So it is right that I should feel as I do about 
all of you, for you have a special place in 
my heart. You share with me the special 
favor of God, both in my imprisonment and 
in defending and confirming the truth of the 
Good News.
8 God knows how much I love you and long 
for you with the tender compassion of Christ 
Jesus. (1:7-8 NLT)



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:9

Explore It 
Questions

11. What did Paul report 
that he prayed for? (1:9)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+1%3A9


Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:9

Explore It 
Questions

“I pray that your love will 
overflow more and more, and 
that you will keep on growing in 
knowledge and understanding” 
(1:9 NLT).



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:10-11

Explore It 
Questions

12. What two results did 
Paul seek? (1:10-11) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+1%3A10-11


Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:10-11

Explore It 
Questions

10 For I want you to understand what 
really matters, so that you may live pure 
and blameless lives until the day of 
Christ’s return.
11 May you always be filled with the fruit 
of your salvation—the righteous 
character produced in your life by Jesus 
Christ—for this will bring much glory 
and praise to God. (1:10-11 NLT)
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Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1-11

Get It 
Questions

13. How does your pastor greet 
church members? 

14. Why is it a good practice to 
begin a letter with a 
Christian blessing? 



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1-11

Get It 
Questions

15. What godly encouragement 
can you offer other 
Christians?

16. Paul complimented the 
church at Philippi; what 
positive things can you say 
about your congregation? 



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1-11

Get It 
Questions

17. How is Paul’s prayer for 
the Philippians a good 
prayer for you to copy? 
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Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1-11

Apply It 
Questions

18. What prayer of 
thanksgiving can you offer 
for your church today? 

19. How can you encourage 
someone in his or her 
Christian journey this week? 



Letter to the Philippians
“Thanksgiving and Prayer”

Philippians 1:1-11

Apply It 
Questions

20. Which Christian brother or 
sister would be heartened to 
receive a letter from you this 
week? 



“Paul’s Chains Advance the Gospel”
Philippians 1:12-30
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